
St. James School Board Minutes
Wednesday, September 21, 2022

Those in attendance: Father Bernie, Rebecca Clarahan, Dan Berdo (President), Katee Vittetoe
(Vice President), Jessica Janecek, Doug McBride, Darren Beuchle, Kirsten Minino, Mary Sue

Marek, Regina Schantz. Absent: Amy Vittetoe

Dan called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. The agenda was approved. New board members were
welcomed. The previous minutes from the July meeting were approved.

Rebecca gave the principal’s report.
● She clarified the status of PowerSchool.
● The school is still going to do the religion curriculum program.
● On the upcoming Dr. Vasquez trauma-informed care professional development, more info on

his training services may be available.
● Oct. 10 intervention block to start for Title.

Mary Sue explained the financial report. Father Bernie made a motion that the golf tournament
profits should go toward curriculum. Katee seconded it. Motion carried.

The school will send a request letter to the St. James Foundation to help with curriculum costs.
The $3700 initial curriculum cost will be sent to them to get the process started. The Board will
also notify them of future curriculum purchase requests.

In new business, Rebecca explained about the upcoming Color Dash, a Home & School
fundraiser. Katee gave a report on the Fall Fest. Overall, the event went well. The auction
proceeds will be similar to last year’s. Income from meals will be higher. Raffle ticket proceeds
and donations were down. All the chairpersons will continue for next year. There will be a need
for new kitchen chairs in the future. There were 270 carryout meals. Many school families and
Hispanic parishioners helped.

The Board needs to re-evaluate board goals for the 2022-2023 school year. Members should email
Rebecca with ideas for these. This will be on the October agenda.

In old business, the board discussed the possibility of adding a sixth grade. A committee to investigate
this will be formed at the October meeting. Rebecca will contact Lynn (Diocesan superintendent) to
ask who should be on the committee and if there is a model to follow for this process. Rebecca was
asked how the success of combined 3rd/4th class this year will be tracked.

The Riverboat grant submission window is closed for this fall. An application will be made next



spring to fund new windows.

In the Pastor report, Father spoke about eating lunch with each grade level. School Mass is going well.
The Bishop comes March 29 for his annual school visit. Diversity training is going well. The
placement and engraving of a large rock that Father bought was discussed. Father explained the Upon
This Rock Diocesan campaign and how the parish will take part.

New committees will be set at the October meeting. Rebecca will send out a list of current
committees.

The next meeting will be October 19 at 5:30 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m.

2021-2022 SJS School Board Goals:
1. Look for ways to foster and maintain a sense of community in the St. James Catholic School

and Parish.
2. Communicate systemic evaluations with the St. James community.
3. Balance safety concerns with the need to provide a quality education for
students.
4. Maintain written school improvement five year plan.


